Goal One Review – The New Nation (1789 – 1820)

1. 1.01 (Knowing) What was the major reason for conflict between Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton during George Washington’s administration?

a. Washington decided not to seek election for a third term

b. The division of power between the legislative and judicial branch

c. The U.S. government’s foreign policy decision of neutrality

d. Jefferson believed in a strict interpretation of the Constitution

2. 1.01 (Knowing) Which court case was John Marshall referring to when he wrote “It is … the province and duty of the judicial department to say what the law is.”

a. Gibbons v. Ogden (1824)

b. McCulloch v. Maryland (1819)

c. Fletcher v. Peck (1810)

d. Marbury v. Madison (1803)

3. 1.02 (Analyzing) Which statement best explains the lack of political participation by American Indians during the Federalist Period?

a. Most American Indians lived on reservations.

b. American Indians were denied U.S. citizenship.

c. American Indians refused to vote for their views.

d. American Indians resented U.S. control of the land.   

4. 1.03 (Evaluating) How effective was Pinckney’s Treaty (1795) with Spain

in building U.S. commerce with other nations?

a. It guaranteed military security in the southwestern U.S

b. It limited commerce in the northeastern and southeastern U.S. 

c. It encouraged economic development of the Mississippi Valley

d. It guaranteed the expansion of slavery westward

5. 1.03 (Analyzing) What was major problem faced by the U.S. upon entering the War of 1812 with Great Britain?

a. weak Senate and House 

b. weak army and navy
c. weak Supreme Court

d. weak president and cabinet
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Goal 1  “A Brief History of Our Nation’s Beginnings”

George Washington was cheered nationwide when he took office as the country’s first president in New York City in 1789. Washington created several “executive departments” that would together make up the Presidential cabinet. Two  cabinet members were Thomas Jefferson (Secretary of State) and Alexander Hamilton (Secretary of Treasury). Alexander Hamilton, a Federalist, was successful in creating a Bank of the US and a new American system of coinage. Most of the money needed by the government was raised by a tariff, or a tax on imported goods. One of Hamilton’s tax ideas adopted by Congress, a tax on whiskey production, led to a small but historic conflict. Farmers in western Pennsylvania refused to pay the tax and eventually threatened to riot. Washington was forced to send in troops to defeat this “Whiskey Rebellion”. This was the first time that the federal government was tested and Washington’s successful actions proved the strength of the new Constitution and government.


Thomas Jefferson,  Secretary of State, who believed in a strict interpretation of the Constitution, opposed Hamilton’s loose interpretation and views of government. While Hamilton favored the wealthy and educated classes, Thomas Jefferson supported the common man. The two men had to work out their differences while serving in Washington’s cabinet. George Washington left the presidency, having served two terms, and gave a famous farewell address. In his address, Washington warned the nation not to form political parties and alliances with other nations. He also stressed the importance of a strong central government.


The Federalist party candidate, Washington’s VP John Adams, a federalist, became the nation’s second president. Adams’ presidency was plagued with problems and scandals. After the XYZ Affair  (where the French asked for a bribe and angered the US), the French took American ships hostage, upset by the U.S. pledge to increase trade with the British. Adams refused to pay ransom and was praised for his actions. The passing of Adams’ Alien and Section Acts, however, angered many Americans. These laws made it illegal to criticize or accuse politicians of wrongdoing. Jefferson led the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions, in which those states petitioned that the acts violated the 1st amendment (freedom of speech).

The election of 1800, also known as the Bloodless Revolution, although close and heavily disputed, named Thomas Jefferson as the president. He was the first president inaugurated in the new capital built beside the Potomac River: Washington, DC. Jefferson made the controversial step of buying the territory of  Louisiana . The Louisiana Purchase was explored by Lewis and Clark, who discovered the Pacific Ocean and a wide variety of plant and animal life, helped by Sacajawea. Soon settlers began to expand west into the newly acquired territory. Jefferson suffered some criticism for passing the Embargo  of 1807. This was passed in an attempt to stop the ongoing kidnapping of sailors and loss of U.S. ships abroad by Great Britain. Americans who made their living through trade were outraged and suffered terrible financial losses. Due to the controversy, Jefferson decided not to run for another term, using Washington’s precedent of only serving two terms, and instead supported his friend and Secretary of State,  James Madison. 


President James Madison faced a growing crisis with Great Britain. Native Americans increased their attacks against settlers who were moving onto their lands and most Americans believed the Indians were being encouraged and armed by the British. The British navy had also been conducting a policy called impressment, in which U.S. sailors were captured and forced to serve in the British navy. In June of 1812, President Madison asked Congress to declare war against the British, and the War of 1812 had begun.


In the beginning the outcome looked bleak for the U.S. as the army and navy suffered a number of losses. In 1814, some 4,000 British troops stormed Washington, DC  and set the capital and White House on fire. The British then moved toward Baltimore, Maryland. American poet, Frances Scott Key, witnessed the all-night British bombardment of Fort McHenry and wrote the Star Spangled Banner. American forces were eventually able to turn back the enemy, winning some battles on the Great Lakes under Commodore Perry. Critics of the war nicknamed the War of 1812, “Mr. Madison’s War ”. The controversy over fighting the war grew so intense that New Englanders sent delegates to the Hartford Convention and considered the possibility of seceding (or leaving) the nation (or Union). In the end, compromise was made, and the war was quickly ended with the signing of the Treaty of Ghent. The news of the war had not reached the warring armies. General Andrew Jackson and his soldiers fought bravely and won the Battle of New Orleans even after the treaty had been signed. This made Jackson a national hero. 


In 1815, the U.S. was experiencing a period of growth and prosperity.  James Monroe of Virginia became the fifth President of the US and ushered in the Era of Good Feeling as  the Federalists faded out of existence. Despite American trade booming overseas and settlers moving west by the thousands, the nation experienced its first economic depression. The Panic of 1817 began in London and expanded to the U.S. as London banks demanded that the U.S. pay back existing loans. Eventually the economy would rebound and another problem would begin to plague the country. As settlers moved west, the question of slavery in the territories became a hot debate. After months of bitter debate, in 1820 Congress reached what is known as the Missouri Compromise. Slavery would be permitted in Missouri, Maine would be created as a free state, and as the U.S. expanded, states north of the  36* 30’  latitude would be free states.
Goal Two Review – Expansion and Reform (1801 – 1850)

1.  2.01(Analyzing) Why did northerners opposed the Mexican War?

A. Mexicans controlled the southwestern region

B. Texas wanted to extend slavery into the area

C. The Missouri Compromise failed to solve slavery

D. Manifest Destiny called for expanding to the Pacific

2.  2.01 (Analyzing) What impact did the admission of new states to the Union       

     have on the issue of slavery? 
 


A. The debate over free and slave states in Congress continued.

B. Slavery forced whites to leave their farms for the North.

C. The role of the federal government in supporting railroads.

D.  Slavery strengthened the power of Southern politicians.

3.  2.02 (Analyzing) Henry David Thoreau said “The government is best which

     governs least.”  Which individual does this quote most closely agree?
A. George Washington

B. Thomas Jefferson

C. Alexander Hamilton

D. Andrew Jackson

4.  2.03 (Analyzing) Which event contributed to the rise of sectionalism between 1820 and 1850 in the United States?

A. the Dred Scott Decision

B. invention of the cotton gin

C. passage of the Missouri Compromise

D. implementation of the Monroe Doctrine

5.  2.04 (Evaluating) Which political issue most seriously divided Northern and 

     Southern politicians during the pre-Civil War era?

A. extension of slavery in United States territories

B. creation of a national bank to support businesses

C. industry was more developed in the West than South

D. different regions practiced a variety of religions

6.  2.05 (Evaluating) What was most effective about the humanitarian reform 

     movement of the mid 1800s in the U.S.?   

A. profitable trade linked the North, South, and West

B. reformers worked to improve the lives of people

C. it eliminated regional differences in the country

D. reformers helped women gain equality in society

7.  2.06 (Evaluating) How effective was the role of religion in the slavery debate?

A. religion helped women to know their place in the home

B. religion inspired many believers to end slavery 

C. it ended American Indian resistance in the West

D. religion had little impact on the slavery issue
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Goal 2

THE NATION EXPANDS 
· The United States purchased Louisiana  from France in 1803 in order to secure navigation rights on the Mississippi

· Jefferson worried about the purchase because the Constitution did not specifically give the government the power to buy land according to his strict interpretation of the Constitution.

· Meriwether Lewis, William Clark and Zebulon Pike mapped the Louisiana territory 

· Sacagawea helped Lewis and Clark as a guide and interpreter as they explored the territory.

· Lewis and Clark Found the area rich in natural resources and discovered a route to the Pacific Ocean.

· The issue of slavery in the new territories will also cause problems.
GROWTH AND CHANGE 1815-1860
Nationalism and Economic Growth 1815-1845

The Rise of Nationalism

· The War of 1812, although producing no clear-cut victory for the U.S., brought a sense of nationalism to the United States.

· The Hudson River School created beautiful landscape paintings of America & authors such as Washington Irving (Legend of Sleepy Hallow), Edgar Allen Poe (Tell Tale Heart), Nathaniel Hawthorne (Scarlet Letter), and James Fennimore Cooper (Leather Stocking Tales) wrote books with American themes, including the American frontier

· Noah Webster created an American Dictionary.

· Henry Clay created the American System. It attempted to strengthen the economy with proposals for a national bank, a protective tariff, and a national transportation system ( internal improvements). Southerners feel it favors the North.

· Internal Improvements: roads & canals (most famous: Erie Canal) to unite the country and improve trade.

· Collapse of the Federalist party brought in an Era of Good Feelings in the U.S. under Pres. Monroe.

· The United States expressed its nationalist spirit by securing its borders and declaring the Americas off-limits to European expansion (Monroe Doctrine)

· Adams-Onis Treaty:  between Spain and the U.S. It gave Florida to the U.S. for $5 million

· Monroe Doctrine:  President Monroe vowed that the United States would not interfere with existing European colonies, but warned Europe to keep its hands off Latin America 

The Challenges of Growth

· The transportation revolution helped promote economic growth by making it easier to transport goods

· The Industrial Revolution shifted manufacturing from hand labor to machines, making possible the mass production of goods.

· Eli Whitney created the concept of interchangeable parts and the cotton gin, which had the unintended effect of making slavery more profitable

The Rise of Jacksonian Democracy

· Missouri Compromise:  Maintained the balance of slave and free states in Congress by admitting Missouri as a slave state, Maine as a free state, and prohibiting slavery north of latitude 36 30’.

· When the House was forced to decide the outcome of the 1824 election. Clay threw his support behind Adams. When Adams won, Jackson charged that Adams and Clay had made a “corrupt bargain”.
· When Jackson won in 1828, he used the spoils system  to reward his supporters and to reform government.

· Jackson won with the help of new voting (suffrage) laws – males did not have to own land to vote (the common man could now vote).

Jackson’s Policies Define an Era

· The U.S. government forced eastern Native Americans to move west in order to open their lands to white settlement.

· The Indian Removal Act (1830):  Law that provided for the relocation of Native Americans living east of the Mississippi River to Indian Territory (Oklahoma).

· Many Native Americans resisted removal; the Seminoles went to war; the Cherokees appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court.

· Worchester v. Georgia (1832)  Supreme Court decision that forbade the state of Georgia to seize Cherokee land because they were a free and independent nation.
· Ultimately the Cherokee were forced to leave anyway on the Trail of Tears (1838):  Forced relocation of Cherokees from Georgia to Indian territory; many died.

· Passage of a new tariff in 1828 sparked a bitter states’ rights debate in Congress.

· Tariff of 1828  angered the South because it hurt their trade with Great Britain while helping industry in the north.

· John C. Calhoun from South Carolina, Jackson’s VP, was a big supporter of State’s rights

· South Carolina Exposition and Protest:  it contended that states had the right to nullify  a federal law they considered unconstitutional. This idea was called nullification – that a state could ignore federal law that they believed were unconstitutional.

· South Carolina threatens to secede (leave the union).

· Jackson gets Congress to pass the Force Bill  which allowed Jackson to send troops to SC and force them to follow the tariff

· The economic crisis of the late 1830s was caused by Jackson’s monetary policies, easy credit, land speculation, and British economic problems.

· Jackson did not renew the charter of the Bank of the United States & he put government money in his “pet banks”. Many of the banks were not careful with the money – which led to the Panic of 1837 (economic depression).

SEPARATE SOCIETIES: NORTH & SOUTH 1820-1860

The North and the Middle West

· The middle class consisted of prosperous farmers, artisans, ministers, lawyers, shopkeepers, and their families.

· Nativism : policy of favoring native born Americans over foreign born

· Know-Nothing Party :  nickname for the American party which supported nativist ideas: limiting immigration

The Cotton Kingdom

· Booming markets, the cotton gin, and newly cultivated lands created the southern Cotton Kingdom.
· The South’s continuing emphasis on plantation agriculture and  slave labor  slowed industrialization and urban growth

The Slave System

· Nat Turner’s Rebellion:  Slave Nat Turner starts a rebellion of slaves; 60 whites killed, but all participants captured.

· Slave owners will retaliate by placing stricter rules on the slaves

· Through family ties, religion, music, and folktales, African Americans endured slavery and created a unique culture

Working For Reform 1820s – 1860s
Religious Zeal and New Communities

· Americans revived their interest in religion through revivals which captured their energy and optimism.

· The Second Great Awakening (a rebirth in religion) helped to create a reform movement for change throughout the nation.

· Charles G. Finney: a great preacher during the Second Great Awakening.
· Protestant churches attracted new converts by preaching that salvation was available to all.

· Quakers-pacifist (did not believe in war) and women and men are equal

· Utopian communities experimented with new ways of organizing economic activities and family life.  Oneida & New Harmony were Utopian communities.

· Brook Farm was one of the most successful communes where people were equal and worked together

· Mormons:  founded by Joseph Smith, they believed in cooperation and polygamy (having more than one wife); very criticized by the public. Smith is killed. Brigham Young takes over and leads his people to present day Utah  to escape persecution

· Transcendentalism:  a group of New England writers led by Ralph Waldo Emerson  and  Henry David Thoreau.  Both taught civil disobedience who stressed the relationship between human beings and nature, spiritual things over material things, and the importance of individual conscience

· Shakers- died out, did not believe in having children.

Movements for Social Reforms

· Dorothea Dix: wanted prison reform and the  building of institutions for the mentally ill after seeing the conditions of prisons in the U.S.

· Reformers supported the temperance (no alcohol) movement to eliminate many social evils. Carrie A. Nation was an outspoken leader.

· Prohibition: making alcohol illegal

· Horace Mann: established the model for free education & created many reforms for education .

The Crusade for Abolition

· Most free blacks formed abolitionist societies as an alternative way to end slavery.

· Frederick Douglass, an educated man and fugitive slave, created the North Star magazine which would be instrumental to the abolition of slavery

· Sojourner Truth: an ex-slave; she worked hard for abolition and women’s rights and is remembered for her moving speech, Ain’t I a Woman?
· William Lloyd Garrison wanted the immediate end of abolition and  wrote about his views in his paper, The Liberator.

· David Walker  wrote Appeal to the Colored Citizens of the World: demanded an immediate end to slavery even if the slaves had to take up arms ( a militant viewpoint).

· Grimke Sisters: Born and raised on a plantation in the south they became Quakers and spoke out against the evils of slavery

Women’s Rights Movement #1

· Women’s rights activists demanded the same rights that white men enjoyed.

· Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and Lucretia Mott fought for women’s rights

· Seneca Falls Convention: Mott & Stanton organized the first U.S. women’s rights convention in Seneca Falls, NY.

· Adopted the Declaration of Sentiments: modeled on the ideas of the declaration of Independence which called for equality for women

Expansion & Conflict 1820-1860

The Lure of the West

· U.S. expansionists argued that it was the nation’s manifest destiny  to claim all land from sea to sea in North America.

· Mexico promoted U.S. settlement in Texas to shield Mexico from Native American  raids and a possible U.S. invasion

· Stephen Austin:  started a colony in Texas  by selling the land cheaply

· Conflicts over immigration, slavery, and state power led to the Texas Revolution.

· Mexico outlawed slavery, but many Americans brought them anyway

· The Alamo was attacked by Antonio Lopez de Santa Ana. All Texas rebels were killed – “Remember the Alamo” would become a rallying cry for the revolution

· Santa Ana was eventually defeated and Texas granted its independence

American Expansionism

· The U.S. Annexation of Texas and its quest for more territory led to war with Mexico

· Oregon- “Fifty-Four Forty or Fight”

· US annexes Texas

· Polk, known as the expansionist president,  angers Mexico by provoking them into a border dispute over Texas – Mexico fires shots – Mexican American war begins – U.S. wins

· Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo:  ended the war. Mexico gives up claims to Texas & surrenders vast territory known as Mexican Cession (present day states of California, Nevada, Utah and parts of Arizona, Colorado, & New Mexico). In return U.S. would pay Mexico $15 million.

· 1853: Gadsden Purschase  - land for a railroad

· :  proposed constitutional amendment that would have banned slavery  in all lands acquired from Mexico (does not pass – but another example of the growing division between North and South)

The Far West

· Mountain men and Native Americans trapped furs and blazed the trails that would take U.S. settlers to the Far West.

· President Polk acquired the Oregon Territory for U.S.

· Travelers of the  faced a long, difficult journey, with unpredictable weather and many natural obstacles.

· U.S. settlement of Oregon Country disrupted the lives of Native Americans,  some of whom fought to retain their lands.

The Rush to California

· By ship and covered wagon, forty-niners (people participating in the Calfornia Gold Rush ) came from all over the world rushed to California hoping to make their fortunes in gold

· Once the majority population in California, Native Americans became a minority during the gold rush.

Goal Three – Crisis, Civil War, and Reconstruction (1848 – 1877)

1.  3.01 (Applying) According to the quote “Cotton is King,” Which statement

     most accurately reflects the belief of southerners?

A. Cotton influenced their social and cultural interests.

B. Cotton was necessary for the prosperity of the U.S.

C. Cotton was the most important southern crop.

D. Cotton was more essential than owning slaves.

2.  3.02 (Analyzing) What conclusion did many Southerners form after the  

election of Abraham Lincoln for president? 

A. Free and slave states would continue admission to the Union.

B. The South should secede from the Union and form the Confederacy.

C. The South would have increased control in the federal government.

D. Slavery would cease in all newly created territories.

3.  3.03 (Knowing) Which battle is generally considered the turning point of the 

     Civil War?

A. Bull Run

B. Vicksburg

C. Gettysburg

D. Shiloh

4.  3.03 (Analyzing) Which was a Confederate advantage at the beginning of the

     Civil War?

A. more experienced generals

B. more factories and people

C. more aid from France 

D. more miles of railroad

5.  3.04 (Analyzing) Why were Reconstruction policies difficult to develop after 

     the Civil War?

A. Radical Republicans wanted to be sure Lincoln supported their actions.

B. Few Northerners were interested in the South’s problems after the war.

C. The President and majority in Congress disagreed on a plan for the Confederacy.

D. Southerners leaders refused to cooperate after Lincoln’s assassination. 

6.  3.05 (Evaluating) What political issue was finally settled as a result of the

     Civil War and Reconstruction?

A. supremacy of the national government

B. supremacy of state government

C. supremacy of the judicial branch

D. supremacy of town councils    
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Unit 3-The Civil War and Reconstruction

The Civil War started out over the issue of states’ rights.   Hard feelings can be traced back to the Tariff of Abomination (1828) when the federal government raised the tariffs (taxes on imports).  This hurt the South’s  exports of cotton and purchases of goods to and from other countries, while helping the North’s factories.  Then came the issue of slavery in the new territories.  While the Kansas-Nebraska Act allowed for popular sovereignty (vote by the people), many territories chose freedom.  The election of Abraham Lincoln as president in 1860  was the final straw.  South Carolina was the first southern state to secede from the union and formed the Confederate States of America, with Jefferson Davis as president.  

If you compared the North and the South on paper, the South seemed to have the upper hand at the beginning of the war.  While the North had more money, supplies and troops, many of their troops were untrained.  The North was fighting to preserve the Union . The  South had better trained soldiers, and their troops were experienced at riding horses and shooting guns, yet they had little money.  They were fighting for states’ rights.  Both sides had very different battle plans.  The North’s plan, the Anaconda Plan, was designed to squeeze the life out of the South with a 3 way approach.  They first wanted to blockade the coast  to keep help for the Confederate States from arriving. They then wanted to split the Confederacy  via the Mississippi River. Lastly, they wanted to capture  the  Confederate capital at Richmond, VA.  The South’s plan, however, was not as well developed.  They planned to wait and defend their homes.  

The first shots of the Civil War were at Fort Sumter, when the South fired on the federally controlled fort.  The South seized control of the fort and the war was on.  The first major battle was at the first Battle of Bull Run, near Washington, DC.  Both sides believed that they would win and people from the surrounding areas even came out to watch!  However, the South forced the North to retreat and came away with a victory, showing that the war would be long and difficult.  However, the South’s  victories would be short lived.  The turning point of the war was a 3 day battle in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, when General Robert E. Lee tried to take the war to Union soil. After Gettysburg, the South was unable to recover.  The North was victorious and this led to the South’s ultimate defeat.  After the battle President Lincoln helped dedicate a cemetery, giving his famous Gettysburg Address.  Also in 1863, Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation.  Its purpose was to free the slaves in the South which gave the war a moral cause. However, the South refused to follow the laws from the Union. The Union adopted a policy of total war, led by Union General William T. Sherman  who led his troops from Atlanta, GA, through South Carolina and North Carolina, burning  and destroying everything he could.  This led to the Confederate General Lee  finally surrendering to General Grant at Appomattox Court House in April, 1865. 

President Lincoln was assassinated in April of 1865 by a Southern sympathizer, John Wilkes Booth .  However, before his death, he had been making plans on how to reconstruct the South.  His plan was known as the 10% Plan.   He was going to be lenient and  allow the South to rejoin the Union very easily.  He only asked that 10% of the population pledge their allegiance to the Union.  With his untimely death, his vice president, Andrew Johnson  became president.  He took much of Lincoln’s 10% plan and continued it.  However, he was faced with a group of Congressmen known as the Radical Republicans, led by Thaddeus Stevens, who wanted to punish the South for rebelling.  Their military reconstruction plan was very harsh on the South.  It called for the South to be divided  into 5 military zones  occupied  by Federal troops.   It included the 14th and 15th Amendments, ending slavery and granting blacks citizenship, which the South did not like.  In return, the South created  black codes, which later developed into Jim Crow laws,  which limited the freed slaves’ rights.  The Ku Klux Klan was also created during this time to help enforce Jim Crow laws.  Many freed slaves became tenant farmers, or sharecroppers, living and working on land owned by the whites.  Reconstruction finally ended with the election of 1877 and President Hayes.  The Hayes-Tilden Compromise of 1877  pulled the federal troops  out of the South and Reconstruction had finally ended.  

Goal Four Review – The Great West and the Rise of the Debtor 

(1860s – 1896)

1.  4.01 (Organizing) Which group faced the greatest hardships and 

     discrimination as they moved West after the Civil War?

A. land speculators

B. cowboys

C. gold prospectors

D. African Americans  

2.  4.02 (Analyzing) Which factor best explains the destruction of American 

     Indian life on the Great Plains during the late 1800s?

A. building the Transcontinental Railroad

B. the spread of contagious diseases

C. conflict with settlers moving West

D. cowboys on long cattle drive East

3.  4.03 (Analyzing) “You shall not press down upon the brow of labor this crown   

     of thorns, you shall not crucify mankind upon a cross of gold.”

                                                                           William Jennings Bryan, 1896

According to this excerpt, which idea did William Jennings Bryan promote?

A. Granger laws

B. diamond standard

C. socialism 

D. bimetallism

4.  4.04 (Evaluating) Which innovation had the greatest impact on westward

     migration immediately after the Civil War?

A. telegraph

B. Transcontinental Railroad

C. electricity

D. steam-powered boats
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Unit 4: The Wild West and Rise of the Debtor


As America recovered from the Civil War, there were many factors pushing and pulling them to the west. (i.e. free land).  Many Americans believed in the idea of Manifest Destiny, the idea that Americans had the God given right to expand from sea to shining sea.  This belief would bring the US Army into direct conflict with the Native Americans who had already been pushed west of the Mississippi River.  (Think: Trail of Tears)  It was ironic that Buffalo soldiers, or newly freed African Americans who joined the army, helped to restrict the rights of Native Americans.  The Native American wars started with the Sand Creek Massacre where the Cheyenne, who surrendered were all killed.  The leader of the Nez Perce tribe, Chief Sitting Bull, told his people to defy the US government and not obey the reservation system.  At the Battle of Little Big Horn (AKA Custer’s Last Stand), General Custer attacked the Sioux, but the Sioux were able to fight back and killed all the US Army soldiers, including Custer!!  It was an American Indian victory! The Nez Perce agreed to go on to a reservation, but some rebelled along with their leader, Chief Joseph, and they tried to escape to Canada.  They were soon caught, and Chief Joseph surrendered, saying, “I will fight no more forever.”  The last Native American battle took place at Wounded Knee where over 300 Sioux were killed.


Not all Americans liked the way Native Americans were treated.  Inspired by Harriet Beecher Stowe who pointed out the problems with slavery in her book, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Helen Hunt Jackson wrote the book, A Century of Dishonor, where she pointed out how poorly the US government was treating the Native Americans.  The US government decided to change its policy towards Native Americans by making them assimilate, or join another culture, through the Dawes Severalty Act.  This law divided reservation land into plots, and forced Native Americans to “own” their own private land.  It is a failure because the NA did not assimilate.  As a final blow, the Native American’s way of life was completely destroyed with the over-hunting and extinction of the buffalo.

Farmers were encouraged to move out west with the promise of free land with the Homestead Act and education in agricultural priorities with the Morrill Land Grant.  In addition, with the removal of the NA, the Oklahoma Land Rush encouraged settlers to race for land.  Those who obeyed the rules of the race were called boomers and those who disobeyed were called sooners.  Some African Americans, called exodusters, moved out west, seeking racial tolerance. The transcontinental railroad was the most important invention to western development. The two sides of the transcontinental railroad were worked on by Chinese and Irish immigrants and met together at Promontory Point.  Each of these ethnic groups faced discrimination, but the Chinese suffered the most discrimination.  Later it culminates in the Chinese Exclusion Act that prohibited the Chinese from immigrating to the US.  Farmers experienced many hardships out west including living blizzards, dust storms, and living in sod homes made from dirt and water.  Because of the hardships, women gained new roles and freedoms.  Mining took off as the gold rush attracted the 49ers and Comstock Lode, the largest silver mine, was discovered in Nevada.


Cattle ranching became profitable as well.  Refrigerated cars made it easy to get meet to distant markets.  It is important to know that 1/3 of the cowboys were either African-American or Latino.  Farmers used many new inventions such as the windmill, steel plow and barbed wire on their land.  Barbed wire became a problem between ranchers and farmers because it ended the open range for ranchers.  Farmers also faced major debt as they bought new farming machinery.  Looking for help, farmers often formed cooperatives to form friendships and help each other grow certain crops and try to get a higher price for their goods.  Through their political work, they are able to lobby for the Interstate Commerce Commission that prevented railroads from giving secret rebates or refunds.  Farmers also formed the Grange political party and the Populist Party that placed their ideas on the Omaha Platform.  The Omaha platform called for money to be based on the silver standard, and an eight hour work day.  Their first candidate for president was William Jennings Bryan, a great orator, who gave his famous speech, “Cross of Gold” where he compared the gold standard to being crucified upon a cross like Jesus.  It seemed as if Bryan was going to win the election, but in the end the farmers and the industrial workers failed to unite in advocating for certain issues and William McKinley won the election.  The defeat in the election ended the Populist Party and they faded into existence.  The issues the Populists fought for will appear again during the Progressive period.  

Goal Five Review – Becoming an Industrial Society (1877 – 1900)

1.  5.01 (Evaluating) Which statement best describes the status of immigrants

     in Georgia, South Carolina, and North Carolina in 1900?

A. They were states with the lowest number of immigrants.

B. They were states with the highest number of immigrants.

C. They were states with the least area where immigrants lived.

D. They were states with the slowest rise in immigrant numbers.

2.  5.02 (Knowledge) How did industrial leaders accumulate wealth during the

     the late 1800s?

A. by collective bargaining and forming labor unions

B. by creating monopolies and establishing trusts

C. by developing new farming techniques for droughts

D. by selling stock to employees and families  

3.  5.03 (Analyzing) Which labor union had the greatest success in organizing 

     skill workers?

A. the International Workers of the World

B. the American Federation of Labor

C. Knights of Labor

D. Congress of Industrial Organizations

4.  5.04 (Analyzing) What impact did U.S. government policies have on

business and industry during the late 1800s?

A. The U.S. government tried to control public and private utilities.

B. The U.S. government tried to regulate industrial growth.

C. The U.S. government regulated industry for the public good.
D. The U.S. government had little influence on business or industry

Goal 5 Review
1.  A

2.  B

3.  B

4.  D

Unit 5: The Gilded Age of Big Business and Immigration


Immigration to the US skyrocketed during the late 1800s-early 1900s.  The old immigrants who arrived pre-1890 chiefly came from northern and western Europe, while the new immigrants came mostly from southern and Eastern Europe and Asia.  The Industrial Revolution not only increased immigration, but it also caused the migration of people from the country (rural) to the city (urban.)  Railroads helped with the migration of people as well as to open new markets to the west.  The US was able to complete a transcontinental railroad at Promontory Point where the Union Pacific and Central Pacific lines met.  This helped to connect the country and continue Manifest Destiny.  Immigrants usually arrived either at Ellis Island in New York or Angel Island in San Francisco and settled (lived) in their ports of entry.  Typically immigrants were either escaping from political persecution, poverty, lack of land or were in search of a better life.  


There were some in the US who didn’t like immigrants known as nativists who were interested in preserving America for Americans.  Together they formed the Know-Nothing Party to oppose immigration and restrict them from taking jobs away from Americans.


However, those jobs didn’t have good working conditions.  One muckraker named Upton Sinclair wrote The Jungle, which exposed the poor working condition and unsanitary methods in a meat packing factory.  To end this treatment, labor unions were formed to help protect workers’ rights.  Samuel Gompers formed the American Federation of Labor that would only accept skilled workers.  Terence Powderly formed the Knights of Labor that accepted workers both skilled and unskilled.  Eugene V. Debs became a radical in promoting labor unions and was a known socialist who formed the Industrial Workers of the World. Labor unions did a lot to help increase wages, decrease work hours and improve working conditions using methods like strikes, boycotts, and other protests.  The American Federation of Labor (AFL) used collective bargaining which allowed workers to negotiate with their employers for improvements.  However, the Knights of Labor lost support after the Haymarket Square Riot when a strike turned violent.  After this, labor unions lose their popularity because a lot of people are afraid to join.  Labor unions continued to lose their influence when court injunctions passed that forced people striking to return to work.


This period in American history is known as the Gilded Age because of its economic and industrial growth along with political and business corruption. The Credit Mobilier Scandal happened when the Credit Mobilier Company was owned by the same people who owned the Union Pacific Railroad.  The owners of Union Pacific gave their federal grant money meant to build the transcontinental railroad to its Union Pacific employees and used the money as bribes to politicians to get more money.  This is just one example of the corruption during this time period.


Most government jobs were based upon the spoils system until the passage of the Pendleton Civil Service Act that required government job to be based upon merit and not popularity.  The government adopted a laissez-faire economic theory in which the government kept its hands off business and the economy.  This idea is based on the theory of Social Darwinism that suggests only the strong in society survive.  


A few of the major business leaders were Andrew Carnegie in steel, J.P Morgan in banking, John D. Rockefeller in oil, and Cornelius Vanderbilt in shipping and railroads.  Some, such as Carnegie, made their money by using vertical integration, or owning all the materials and resources that is needed to make a product.  Other, such as Rockefeller used horizontal integration, by driving out the competition and owning all the business. Their goal was to form monopolies which enabled them to gain wealth by controlling all of one industry.  This was a legal practice until the Sherman Anti-Trust Act was passed that made monopolies illegal, and to help small businesses survive.  Rockefeller was criticized for his attempt to monopolize the oil industry and is seen as a robber baron or someone who did not help others with his money.  He also did not follow Carnegie’s Gospel of Wealth which calls upon one to make money to give it away to those who need it.  For this reason, Carnegie is known as Captain of Industry or as someone who uses his business for the good of others.  These problems found in immigration and big business will lead to the Progressive period, where many of these injustices are reformed.  

Goal Six Review – The Progressive Movement in the U.S. (1890 – 1914)

 1.  7.01 (Analyzing) Which statement best describes the role of 

      muckrakers during the Progressive period?

A. They rescued children from dangerous working conditions.

B. They campaigned for nationwide women’s suffrage.

C. They fought government corruption by locking offices.

D. They wrote about unsafe living conditions in tenements.

2.  7.02 (Analyzing) “We are no longer petitioners.  We are not wards of the

     nations but free and equal citizens.” 

                                                                            Carrie Chapman Catt, 1920

    According to the excerpt, which event is Chapman referring to?

A. tougher child labor laws

B. passage of the 19th Amendment

C. legalization of divorce

D. strengthening adoption laws 

3.  7.03 (Evaluating) What impact did the use of literacy tests have on African

     Americans in the South after the Civil War?

A. voter turnout increased by African Americans

B. more African Americans were elected to government

C. most African Americans were denied the right to vote

D. the Republican Party’s power increased in the South 

4.  7.04 (Evaluating) Which form of new technology had the greatest impact on

     cultural life at the beginning of the 20th century?

A. airplane

B. Model T

C. telegraph

D. typewriter

Goal Seven Review

1.  D

2.  B

3.  C

4.  B

Unit 6: The Progressive Era

In the late 1800s and early 1900s, many people demanded changes in American life.  These people, called “Progressives”, complained that businessmen had too much to say about what laws were passed.  Big businesses sometimes gave money to politicians in return for special favors.  The Progressives pointed out that farmers and workers were not being treated fairly by the government.


A group of writers known as the Muckrakers described various ways in which the government and big businesses were corrupt. They wrote articles, books and pamphlets exposing poor working conditions, low pay, and mistreatment of workers. The Progressive movement originated out of the Populist movement that failed in 1896 because farmers and city workers failed to unite and McKinley was elected as President.   .  Presidents Theodore Roosevelt, William Taft, and Woodrow Wilson all supported the Progressive movement and made significant changes to American life. 

	Conditions before the Progressive Movement
	Reforms and Conditions AFTER the Progressive Movement

	The spoils system introduced by Andrew Jackson was used to fill government jobs with friends or supporters Often, there were many people were not qualified serving in government positions, leading to a weak/ineffective gov’t There were many qualified people who were not hired by the government
	The Pendleton Civil Service Act is passed requiring people to take a test that proved the person was qualified for the government job.

This required that people get hired for government jobs based on merit

	Voting took place in an open room, instead of in an enclosed area.  Others could see who you were voting for

Political parties/ machines would often influence people how to vote
	Voting now takes place based in the Australian system where each voter is given a Secret ballot and marked alone while in a voting booth

	The 2 senators in each state were not elected by the people of that state, but instead were selected by a small group of that state’s lawmakers
	The 17th Amendment was ratified to the Constitution. Voters in each stated now directly elected the Senators

	Candidates in an election were picked by a small group of party leaders. Voters had no say about who could run in an election
	The Direct Primary was used to select candidates  In a Primary Election voters can choose candidates they would like to see run in an upcoming election

	Poor working conditions often caused illness, accidents and other problems at factories including a 7 day work week with 12-14 hours/day
	States passed workmen’s compensation laws that require an employer to carry insurance for their workers and take care of them in case of accident or illness on the job.  Working conditions are also reformed

	Many Big businesses became monopolies or trusts.  One company, or several companies working together, controlled an industry (i.e. oil industry).  The company/ies charged high prices because there was no competition to keep the prices down.
	Pres. T Roosevelt became known as the trust buster because he won many court cases against big businesses and broke them into small companies. During Wilson’s administration, the Clayton Anti-trust Act is passed and gives the government stronger power to regulated and break up monopolies

	Terrible conditions existed in the processing of food.  One of the muckrakers, Upton Sinclair, wrote a book called The Jungle describing unsanitary conditions in the meat packing industry.
	Sinclair’s book shocked T. Roosevelt and the rest of the nation.  Congress soon passed the Meat Inspection Act and the Pure Food and Drug Act requiring the government to take action against companies whose products were impure, unsafe or wrongly labeled.

	Forests and other natural resources were being wasted and abused
	T. Roosevelt takes the lead on preserving our natural heritage and gets several laws passed promoting conservation.  Lands were set aside to create our National Parks. (Think: Yellowstone)

	Wealthy people were not required to pay a higher tax than the poor.
	The 16th Amendment was added to the Constitution requiring the government to collect a graduated income tax.  The more money a person made, the more taxes he/she would be required to pay.  The money is used to pay for public projects like dams, supplying the army/navy, and to pay government workers.



Teddy Roosevelt, known as the trust buster, sued the Northern Securities railroad company that stopped the railroad monopoly.  He also helped to settle the Anthracite Coal Mine Strike, and established that he was friendly to the labor movement as well as a precedent for expanding presidential powers.  Roosevelt also believed in conservation and created many national parks.  William Taft signed the Payne Aldrich Tariff which maintained high import tariffs.  He also authorized the Mann Elkins Act which authorized the Interstate Commerce Commission to regulate telephones and telegraphs.  He was also very involved in the elimination of child labor.  Woodrow Wilson helped to stabilize US currency with the creation of the Federal Reserve System.

Change was contagious during this time period and Black Americans caught on to it.  The two most prominent figures were Booker T. Washington and WEB Dubois.  Booker T. Washington established the Tuskegee Institute that provided industrial and vocational training to Black Americans, establishing his belief that Blacks should first seek economic equality first and social equality with whites, second.  WEB Dubois started the Niagara Movement which eventually became the NAACP.  WEB Dubois stated that economic equality was not enough, and the Blacks should seek social equality and equal rights first.  Another radical figure during this time period was Marcus Garvey who claimed that there never would be racial equality and suggested Black Americans move back to Africa. Many Black Americans were denied the right to vote (disenfranchisement) during this timer period as a result of extreme racism in the form of Jim Crow laws such as poll taxes, grandfather clauses (poor, uneducated whites could vote under this), and literacy tests.  America experienced both de jure segregation (separation by law) and de facto segregation (segregation by choice) during this time period.  The Progressive Era was a time of extreme change and equality, but not for all Americans.  
